
Drill –Scan Area for IED/VBIED 
 
  
Task:  Quickly and efficiently scan for IEDs and VBIEDs. 
 
Condition: Given three minutes, scan a defined area for possible IEDs or a Vehicle-
Borne Improvised Explosive Device (VBIED)s.  Bomb technicians/handlers may be 
requested, and will arrive on scene in 25 minutes. 

Standards:  Assign sectors, scan, identify, warn/clear, and record (if time is available). 
Prepare to brief Bomb Technicians/Handlers upon arrival.  
  
Performance Measures: 
1. If provided additional personnel to assist, quickly brief all responders and assign 

method and sectors for the search. 
2. Quickly but efficiently scan the designated area for the following common indicators: 

a. IED Indicators: 

• Packages, satchels, backpacks, bags, trash cans, etc. 
• Out of place/unusual/does not normally belong in current location 

• Left unattended/no known owner 

• Positioned waist-level or higher 
b. VBIED Indicators: 

• Rental Vehicle 

• Registered out-of-state 

• Tinted windows 

• Chemical smell 

• Vehicle in unusual, peculiar, or incorrect location 

• Vehicle riding low/sagging 

• Body misshapen/appearance of recent modification/work done to vehicle 

• Odd paint scheme or markings 
3. Mark anything suspicious.  Ideas of ways to mark include: 

a. Construction Cone 
b. Police Tape 
c. Small surveying flag 
d. Spray paint/marker 



4. Record, in as much detail as possible, the location, positioning, and description of 
any suspicious indicator/entity 

5. Efforts to clear the area should utilize the standoff distance guide located at the end 
of this document. 

6. Once bomb handlers/technicians/K-9 unit(s) have arrived on scene, pass all 
pertinent information recorded about the indicator(s) to the unit(s).  If possible, 
diagram the space/location of the indicators to further prepare the bomb 
handlers/technicians/K-9 unit prior to investigation. 

 
 



 


